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L'Egypte moderne

‘L'esprit moderne en religion

L'Université A'El Azhar

El Cheikh Mohamed Abdou

Le rév;il islamique par E1l Cheikh Tantawi Gowhari.

Formation.de 1!'Egypte moderne ~ Mohamed Ali.‘

Nous allons exposer en Egypte trols principaux aspects du moder-
nisme :- ) 4
(1) Mohamea Alil, accompagné par la gracleuse figure do Rifaah Bey re-

présentora le gofit du progrés et 1'intérst porté aux sciences de
1!'Occident.

(2) Deux personnages appartenant au monde religieux le Cheikh Abdou et
le Cheikh Tantawl symboliseront 1leffort accompli par 1l'islam pour.
se mettre au courant et se tenir au niyeau de la pensée moderne.

(3) Le nationalisme récent et passionnéiqﬁi aura pour types réprésenta-
tif's : Moustapha Kamei et Saad Zaghloul.

Chelkh Tantawl a autfefois_publié un cuvrage d'un caractdre assez
différont "I" Ain E1 Insan, ok est 1'homme? Ie Caire 191l - Important
oompté rendu par D.Santillana dans Rivista degli Studil Orientali 4éme
année, T IV, Rome, 1911, 6 autres ouvrages du Cheikh Tantawi : Nizam E1
Alam wal Umam, Systéme du monde et des. nations, Nahdat El Ummaeh, le Ré~

vell national : .

Tne espéce de roman sur la philosophie politique o il rappslle un

peu "El Farabi” pour le fond des idées, Ibn Tofail par 1llusage des don~
nées scilentifiques, et que 1'on pourrait rapprocher dans notre littéra=-
ture des'ouvrages décrivant des cibtés idéales, tels que ceux de Thomas
Morus ou de Campanella, ou encore des Pacifiques de notre contemporaln

Han Ryner,

i
i

Il nl'y décrit pas précilsement une socilété parfaite : mais 1l y donne

le sentiment des graves défauts de la ndtre, et 11 cherche & exciter le

désir de plus d'union et de plus de concorde.

Il voudrait, comme "Farabi' une société fondée sur 1!amour, ma;gré

tous ses progrés matériels, est encore une société de combat et de haine,

ol les esprits harmonleux sont 1'exception, et ol la guerre yﬁmﬁ et la

Aestruction mutuelle ont été erigees en lol par des penseurs conmo, Darwfh

ou Nletgzsche. . .



-V -
Ll'affabulaticn est inegnieuse. Llauteur imagine qu'une nuit éw'prin-

temps de 1910, Z1 contcmple le ciel, cherchant iy decouvrir la comete de

3

Halley dcnt on a annoncé le rétour. -

T1 edmire la sérénité de la palx des régions célestes, contrastant
avec la misére et les querelles des ndtres; et il se demande si ces mon-
des icintains sont habités, et E‘ils le sont quelle est la forme de leurs
sociétés,

Tandls qu'il est plongé dans ces méditations, un esprit de lumidre
lui apparait, sous la figure d'un jéune homme d'une éclatante beauté.

Cet espgiﬁ.cémmenco 4 discuter avec lni, puis il lui propose une
excursion dans les cspaccs célestes, que le Cheikh accepte avec emprosse

ment. . :
Ici le roman falt un peu songer aux visions du Pasteur suédois

Swodenberg.

On remargquera :

Que~l’ouvrage eat de 1910; 1'autour sembles avoir eu ici ce doh do
prévision, cette sensation de l'avenir dont font preuve lcs méditetifs et
les poétes.

La coﬁclusﬂon pratique de @es oritiqucs et de ces réves est pour
Cheikh Tantawl la réforme de 1'éduct&tion : un systémc d!éducsation commn
& tous les peuples devrailt inspirer aux enfants d&s leurs plus jeunss an-
mhes le golt de l'harﬁonie et 1l'horreur de la gucrre.

P.r la contemplation des beautés de lanaturo, par lo respect de la
vie humaine, qu'on leur inculquorait, par l'habitude de regarder tous les
hommes comme solldaires et membres d'une méme famille, on préparerait les
enfants & réaliser 1'idéal pacifique qul'on préché quelques espritae supé-
rieurs. Les détails de cette eduoation nouvelle sont oxpliqués par 1!exem~
ple de celle qul est donnée dans cette planéte mystérieuse.

Un tel ouvrage plein d!érudition et de sclence, rajeunissant avec
adresse les procédés du.mervsilleux, animé par un ardent désir du blen
humain, fait honneur & 1‘islamism5 egyptien et mérite en tous Fas un peu
dlestime. Il est dedie au Congres Internatlonal des Peuples, i S'GSt

réuni & Londres, juillet-aolt 1911. & ——-ﬂ——~=adb ‘“??‘“”JU
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del movimento politico sociale , che AN PN | ol s L,QDL_““J!;,.__@:JI
h=2 ormai pervaso tutte le/cl:s%%l%:%— u——-—-.kl = 3._.3:,>.Jl ¢lly Gabgll
polazione Musulmana,e che sctto il L_Lb &.x_u C_)Lo'\.’lﬁ o badl iz
nome a1 Nazionalistio comprende un Vo (0 ’d‘&n-'»_g‘?-ad.\o.ll e gy e
sto e vagoprograma d’ indipendenza r—!-dl Lg—.d)_v.” daly ¢l dg rL‘..‘{'l
politica, di riforma religiosa, 4l  “e—e—aiyy r:)ﬁlu P T R T
conciliazione della scilenza col Cor- (Sl itdedl o JGl ells I el
ano , di ritorno alle grandi tra-di- _——=l :.s’ pom bl Hlo Ly eulyjl
zioni della civiltd islamica. Questi N-bJ--uw O \.AJ_,A.” Sl ags - L%ll
ideali 1’autore hs georcateo di diffo-~ d-.-.-uU.:.adL a_)L 4093 (g L‘,.*)JL_.QsH
ndere colla parola e cogli seritti  ———msol '-Uyw-i Lj i BOL g5
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fecondo pubblicista équello ché ora B
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i, &l 1w By Les]
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come 1l’autore ha cura di avvertire ,
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i dell ’ Occidente % , nonché il mo~ .t 5 | QS‘ .

é stato poi{dedicato al Cengresse in-
ternazienale dei Popolil ’ adunatc a
Londra nelluglio"agosto I9II , Qdé -
diretto ¥ ai Sapienti dei due emisferi-

ail Dotti dell ’ Oriente ed aiFilosof

nde " . & unmenifesto umanitaric e-
pacif ista’ ed anche una protesta p- '
olitica . L7autore non si ai rige p'it
al soli Egiziani, ma uwomini tutti ,
preché il problema ch’! egli si prop-

658 § un problema umano per eccell-

enza . D . Santillang



_._( Y )-

i b LSO A ) e, VYT i g L

' Tale é il librc del Tantaui y Lol e U1 gylaabs @UIL_',L_:EIJ.Q
di cui abbiamo volute dare una an- ;sl__.jL o - Lddne 6 o i ol
aliei pik estesa che non avvenga v sall e B0 el d ‘_-)\.1 L d iandl
d’ordinario in queste giornale , SIS SIE | PUS-JN | R | NN | SV NS |
perché ci é sembra to do -cumentc i S1J1 u@IM}JLSéI(a}.,@ o
~_dmportantc dei pensieri e dei se- , ’ 2___.,0}{—:0.‘.'] ;

‘ ntimenté che agitano, nell’ora pre-
R Ls—‘r“:"l
sente, le classi puil colte del mondo )

. nmusulmano .

i ( ‘_5..__.,;L..°Jf‘._.ﬂs.lé..=,..__o"; N

sl 3IAAIABAIAR YA Yo
el SVl L) ve e am DREIN LT PESIEY I S-S0 '8 P | SES 2 M

i o el e Ll B gl 1o s gyllaibs gl i el
IR 9 IUNT) Y QRN UML) 0 ROPRI | A€ HU =31 PO GESHE 0 B | COR |
(et | B g I e J Bl Rl 2l (0 et b
yne Gl o 61 PLuch s LSy bl hmall o e Lol (3 pdtdl
Ll ol all Jlusy (€L 1ol iy 5 Lo e OV BB — gloass
i dls o Cogier) S we il L Ll o aliflsslogiesy ¢ gehddl
Clirdiiol ol ) cpmants Lois dmago Sl 2l Ll iyl rf,,ufz_»?:
Q-—-w%)Jl ol £ ghosy e &bty 95 el Alaslly . B B2l 5 oo W el
il s UL Wi ppemiio Lo atedgraoe LT T ol i s
s (6 aon S5 alls I Bl ol Y Y Ll e Y
e Lt i V3l 5 haall amdl L oYl LA ity il
=B igpridly DaLadly Lbys e VT Lo, o1 Y amerdie s udy Lo o

Lol e ST gl sy s (3] (0 8 tpdall Bl 0 o LasS comate W

Lo cpbray § all gl Lita bty ¥ LS Lo g0y Wyl 0ds iy Ladb

S ol llird a6 La g S e ] e WAl sl

oly e e ULl wle Jody azedidea [y eimse Lais jpiio

’ . . y l e n 'i ‘3‘3&;

Bl byl sl S Sl MLl g S ne ke i3y LD Sl
lave/e /v g : _

-1



—~( A )-
b Vlas amdladldag i) _
Vs Sl T e 1A R L T Gl Golmy v
~ Mldf}"djua‘« Cu.” ,J->§’I Sl Y13 & i
‘MM]L}J&J-Q} S5 J)Lﬁ-fjrﬁ\.“uowﬂlrgobw& Jo&f.‘..q.,..” Ay
BIEWRY UJ L?J“)I( L1 ¢ r) )Mz rS_L.Q L L, Juvxhﬁmm
‘HM[ 1 Mdﬁ.—.‘w} d-«L:oL.'—L—-g] I'L(.'J) &--,:J:\-L& ?']MJL dj——uu)h..-'——-:ﬁ]
Al 55 50 LS G W Al i By Lo ¥ et B i e Lm i
D o amp s @y (O™ G T0B) eal S 5ol
L.—lwsl‘)f.)kﬂdd..a Ulrﬁ-d_.:;.)ﬂ‘_’xiﬂ—_.@:).ﬂv-)-—'y ]rJu..,; ca.._yﬂJIJLESYI
- U1 | QNS WRC. 1 | FITS NS Y i ~=Lod,_..;.. mer_uwm
| | -t l . J)ua—bv.\.“ " b
U..L‘J il § wﬂJ]le"lmeJd.uJ_aJl il Sl

NE(QUORTEIIER | POV | SV | YT W
et ARG DO G YA DL
THE ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY,
74, Grosuenor Street,

LONDON

With the secreta)’B- compliment 3

fL——“” fx-—‘*” ‘J-'-{ el 3L>| ( Political Dreams and How univers-
al Peace Can be realized ) . By Al Ustadlh al Hakim Al Shaikh Tantawi
Javheri . 8 I/2 + 5 I/2 . Fig . 3 . Cairo Mustnfa Al Bab Al Halabi
and Sons IR54 ( I935) .

The f.ittle of this work calls to mind those of two treatises to be
found in the collected works of Tmmanuel Kant, Trhume eines Geister:- -

ewingen friden

schers and Zum /kan¥was a mathematician and ':st,ronomer‘but these scienc-

es do not enter into his expedients for perpetual pence ; both are emp-
loyed by the shaikh as well as bolany , chemistry, anatomy , and pgycho-
- ' ‘ $
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metry. He states that on certain days of the year I932 he drenmed that
he wasv#aft¢§1to Orion and placed under the ProTection of five guardian

T

spirits , in order to underge examination by 2 board , who would scef="
tain his abilidy to utilize varloﬂg}fgﬁeghe pronulgatlon of universal
peace . Each day’s examination was confinedto one question , to which
his answer won loud appleuse , the most vociferous of his admirers heing
houris of unrivalled beauty . Even ef this Journal admitted such topics,:
it would be hazardous to summerize his replies for fear of d01ng him in-
Justice . It ig however , comforting to learn that he is thoﬁoughly opt—=
imistic about the results j and since c£emistry has provided the most
hdmicidal instruments of war , a demonstratien that the table of the el;
enents might be used for secuting universal peace should be welcomed with
enthusism.

The reviewerd acquaintance witﬂ’the Shaikh dates from I904 , When
he had already commenced what 1s now a long series of works, all of which
have loftly and philanthropic aims . . '

He has endeavoured , not without some success, to efadigﬁiﬁ; prejudicas
and to promete good will. it may be hoped that his book may be something

to compass these ends .

D .S . Margeliouth
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Paper read in the Egyptian Broadeast in the Young men Muslim
Association at Cairo 1938 by C. A . JOB
A great Bgyptian Philosopher

The chief of the philosopher school of the cynics . Dyonisos, 1s
famous for his wish uttered to Alexandar the great , when he had asked
him, what faveur he might bestow him : ¥ Go out of the sun , that is

shining on my cask ¥ .
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One of the great chiefs of the modern Bgyptien philosophers did morg
than that: He gave 28 volumes to the muslim world, interpretting their
holy Bookphilosophically and crowned-thié wofk of his 1life, that made him
famous all over the countries of Islam, bj giving to th'hhc%e world two
curious books, investigating the most momentous quostion of how to mrin-
tain the world’s peacc. | A

Although thcse two volumcs : Ain el Insan and Ahlom el
Siasa have met with the hlghcst euloglsms from learned oricntalists, aé
'SCntlllans, in the colonial review of Roma, as H. A. R, Gibb of tm?
schooiﬁorlental studies University of London, as Baron Caragigo, as Dr.
Joseph Schacht of Konigsberg, as D. S. Margoliouth of the Roy=al Asintic

Socicty, London -~ thc public of Europe and Americna have never been duly

acquainted with the high ideas developed theeeim in, Now, théigeis not
the slightest doubté'all the nations of Europc will feel greatly intercs-
ted in what an eminent oriental philosophier has to say regarding the
preservation of peacey, for all of them azéLfﬂc1ng with anguishes all the
possibilities of a great world catastrophe, menacing to destroy their
homed-and lives,

This Schfch Tantawy Gohary with all his merite about
mental islamic enlightment is devoid of all fanatiam, a real modern
moslim with =n open eye for thc fraternity between east and west, raccs
of =11l contincnts and colours.whereas exagernrted nationzlism is trying
toe sever the connection between near and dist~nt n~tions, the ;chcich
advocates the ways of mutual love and confidence, jus?sthe christisn ~»nd
indian philosophy. The kings of Irak and Iran, and the president of the
latters parliament ( Nuri Afsidi®®) havesSent, official letters of thank-
ful acknowledgment to the learned author , for having elaborated these
useful books.

The former Belgian Premier, Mr. Van Zeeland who had ret-
urned from his economical discussion with President Roosvelt before clo-
sing his investigations éoncerning the preservation of Peace, might havc

rcad ardappreciated the different Ghapters of these books with particular

interest and it is a nuisance, that such grious books are not readily
4
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gpread over ali ﬁhe continents by judicious translations. Of course ,
the eulogising critiés , we have just named , have also recommended this
procecding , to make this work accesible to the ordinary public in Burop
by translation ; but up to now , eastern litterature has never been dulj
appreciated bty the west. The ungrateful task of translation or rather {
readaptation has been under taken by & european frlend of, jobe scheich,
who has made a start with ahlam el Slassa, translating 1t7to French .

Tantawy has chosen the mode of Dialogue betwesn himself and '
spirits from the astral world, to discuss the question of innovating
humen scciety, sorely distressed by its general wick@dness. In his firs
bock, written in I9II, Ain el Insan, he is giving to his heavenly in-
spirator and puide throu{h the universe the name of Wogdan, that means
consclenca or dntuition. Rﬁychology, as taught by Wogdan, XKXX tries to
eliminate from our hearts all evil agpiration, dev111ng}%o the leyel of
fanimals, and to organise & universal education of the mankind, based

upen human brotherhood, mutusl love and collaboration.,

Steelhearted buziness'men, brazenfaced politicians and opper-
tunists emile pitifully and have even no time to listen to such prompti-

NES o~ '
They know only of struggle for life, heaping up money of pla~

ces > driving in swell cars with gaudily-dressed women, freguenting n01s?
partles and 1ndu@é1nb into a life of luxury.

' The shallowdness cof intellectl, their frozen up hearts hurry
them from pleasure to pleasure and those%gge 49 :ring this hunting party?
hurled out of their orbit into the meanness of sober life are either
driven mad or resort to suicide,

The philosopher living in venerable scheich Tantawy is Jjust
as the noble figure of ghrist challenging mankind to sto? for a while a
to examine thelr case , and the terrible responsibilitieé all of us
undergo by not taking our share of collzpPation for the reestablishment
of this great order of human things, willed by our divinebreator.- If

he were allowed to 1lift the veil from interior polities, he would point

towards the occult powers , incerporated in the Intermational of Armamen{
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in the great ingtitution of free masonry, where of 25 lodges afe regu-
lating there interior politics , supervised by a powerful center in
Londoﬁ often coming to the fore as Inteiligence department.

The E%yptian nation hasvproduceﬁ mighty brains, and noble hea.
rts, who have strenuocusly fought for the nations wellfare. No doubt
modernisation goes its way in fhelﬁhcieﬁt land of the Pharaos, where no
and again the word calipha exercises its sway on the minds of Moslims.
No doubt fanatism has been cassed as a poor means to political evolutio:
although Egypt is marching deliberately towards its high post as first
nation of Islamism. '

‘Therefore Egypts roll in world wide collobration will be
mainly to units all peobles of arabic and islamic faith into a great
brotherhood 4 but not with a view to oppese the brotherhoods of differec
faith. It will also belong to them, to unite in friendly brotherhoods
for wgid—wide collgboration and it is to be hoped that we , the human
races will be progressively brought to a grade of philosophic maturity;
that opens the way to intercontinental compensation,réaiised by a real
society of all the different nations of the world .-

This is at the bottom of the philosophic speculations indul{
ged ihto.bx Tantawy in his visions , when he constructs his dialogues E
with the higher spirits from more progressed plaiiet>§ from the supposeé
inhabitants of the central star.-~ Although Egcypt lies in Africa, it ic
the mother of european civilisation and 4% modern philosopher is entidl
led to address the 0ld and dying nations ©f the european continent.
Egypt is the ideal mediator between this ferocious asiatic continent
that from Moscow and Tokio sends forth into the world these mighty
emanations, this claim for power and supremacy .-

fhus it is no vain invitation we are addressing to the
6ccidentals, to listen to this hearty appeal of the oriental philosophe
and to spare a minute and let their pratical genius grasp the particar
application of hig theory .- .
Surveying the distressing division in the field of phylog

ophical construction of human Society we have to decide the question, -
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which of these awe conflicting mentalities we are to adhere : Tantawy
is unrelentingly deviling the atheist, materialist phalanx of the inm-
umerble adepts of ﬁlntzche and Darwin. These may also discover in the
precurser of communisni, the great Leovatshko Tolstoi. @ne of their
torchbearers, All their glittering sentences émanate from the darkness
of human :  rebellion againgt the ngver to be silenced voice of their
consciences. ‘

The task, our'gﬁyptien philosopher has undertaken, to estab-,
lish friendly , brotherly relatiops between East and West, to reconcile
Christian philosophy with islamié philosophy, in a common mind of well
doing, atoning for errors of the past , by collabrating for a radiant

future, bringiﬁg equial rights to each and mutual comprehension : this

is a task, worthy‘of belng backed'ﬁp by all concerned . ;
T

All creads of Chrlstlan and moslim cobedience being PX?TlSéd“
in the daily life of Cairo and Egypt at large , the challenge, containec
in Tantawy ’s two books ought tc legd to an international congress of
world peace in the famoﬁs capital of ancient Egypt. The international
congress for the unification of the penal code, of cotton,of communica-
tions had chosen this city for their work. The idea of bringing togethe:
from the wholéworld the delegates of all creeds, all philosophical un-
ions, all benevolent so¥ieties to discuss thébways of opening a large
campaign for the worlds pecace would be by no means prepostorous.

Tantaw’ SJEJiggr;ead jn arabic after this introduction of min

the pwtg%
what may be con31dered as a summary of his theory and six articles, c¢
stitutdng his programm of action. I heartily hope, he will find enthou-
siast £ ollowers notonly in egypt, but also smongst his listeners abroad
in western countries.

let us hope that Tantaw’s voice coming from a sincere heart,
will break the hard crust of national selfishness in various parts of
the civiliged world and call them to reasin, before their vaingloriou-
sness has driven them to the final catastrophe.

The force of thought is stronger, than all the energies, acc

umulated in the tremendous modern war apparel. For this force mist gal
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soonerg or later the~ victims of these abberrations, victims, called
upon to use this destructing , murderous apparel.

. Let us hope, that humanity has not to pass through this tre~
mendous' aera of suffering before the great leaders havecome to an under-
| standing.

| -The nmerit for Egypt, to have born a graet pioneer'in Sheikh

Tantawy for this great reconciliation work, -depands on the echo, to -

nirhts message will have obtained abroad .

llc
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